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TOP OF THE NEWS, APRIL, 1943 


From the A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
VOLUME I—NUMBER 3 








Division Executive Board Meeting 
Mary Peacock Douglas 


Two meetings of the Board of Directors of the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People were held in Chicago, January 30-31. Present 


' were Ruth Ersted, President; Genevieve Dixon, Treasurer; Irene Hayner, 


| 


Isabel McLaughlin, and Mary Wilkinson, Members; Mary Peacock Douglas, 
Mary J. Cain, and Lois T. Place, Ex-officio Members; and Mildred Batch- 


_ | elder, representing A.L.A. Headquarters. In the absence of a quorum it was 
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necessary to transmit recommendations in writing to the entire Board 
for action. 

Among the matters of business considered was the report of the treasurer 
which showed the Division financially able to carry out activities projected 
for the year, but at the same time indicated the need for work on the part 


_ of a Membership Committee which would represent various organized 


groups represented in the Sections. It was reported that a directory of 
members of the Division being compiled by Julia Carter is well under way. 
Interest was expressed in the possibility of printing a Division handbook 


' to include the constitution, names of committees and their functions, and 
_ the names of members. 


A Nominations File was suggested which will include the names of all 


' the members of the Division who are willing to serve on Committees. An 


appeal will be made to individuals to send their own names to the Division 
indicating which committees they would like to work on and also to direc- 


' tors of libraries and to department heads for the names of people in their 
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libraries who would be valuable committee members. 

Mrs. Alice Mooney, A.L.A. Board of Education for Librarianship, dis- 
cussed the serious shortage of school and children’s librarians in many 
parts of the country. Every group is urged to encourage promising young 
people to consider entering the profession. 

Daniel Melcher of the Education Section of the War Savings Staff, 
U.S. Treasury Department, brought interesting samples of the pamphlets 
and posters prepared by the Staff and told of their use by schools, colleges, 


_ libraries, adult education groups and other agencies. 


The discussion of routine business and organization procedures included 
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a policy for the Division bulletin, Top of the News, a method for handling 
the allotment slips from A.L.A., finances and minor changes in committees. 


A.L.A. Institute on War and Postwar Problems 
Mary Peacock Douglas 


Among the two hundred librarians from the United States and Canada 
gathered at the Drake Hotel in Chicago, January 30 and 31, for the A.L.A. 
Institute on War and Postwar Problems were librarians of children and 
young people from both school and public libraries from all geographic 
areas of our country. The discussions were led by Drummond Jones of the 
Office of Civilian Defense and were centered about two main questions: 
What is the war doing to people who use libraries, and who therefore 
constitute a cross section of the country’s population, and what problems 
arising from the war are facing these people? Both of those questions 
led to the concluding consideration, what can libraries do to help people 
understand what is happening to the world, and the problems which are 
caused by the change? 

While the trend of the discussion was along general issues and under- 
standings of national and international impact as they affect adults, many 
of the suggestions and conclusions may be applied equally well to young 
people. Members of the Division of Children and Young People who were 
present joined in the discussion and gave examples which indicated clearly 
that age, or youth, is no barrier to participation in current affairs as they 
affect us now and will affect us in the postwar period. A representative 
from the deep South spoke of the interest of elementary school pupils in 
the application of principles of democracy in relation to minority groups. 
A high school librarian from the Pacific Coast emphasized the concern 
which young people display in regard to governmental activities which are 
- related to international postwar policies. The healthy interest of young 
readers in the countries where their brothers or fathers may be stationed 
was brought out. Boys of draft age need information about military oppor- 
tunities and also are anxious to know about postwar plans and how the 
youth of the country will be affected by them. 

It was brought out that a large majority of the American people read 
magazines, such as Reader’s Digest, Life and Look in order to keep up with 
current happenings. This indicates that librarians must secure books and 
pamphlets of similar appeal and reading level if they are to attract more 
people to reading and thinking about issues of national importance. The 
use of film forums, radio forums, posters, book lists, displays, radio broad- 
casts and similar devices were suggested from the floor. The necessity for 
librarians to make extra efforts to co-operate with other groups working 
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for an informed and active voting public was emphasized. Successful plan- 
ning must be based on the wholehearted and intelligent participation of 
all citizens, so that peace plans will not be nullified by an uninformed and 
shortsighted public. 

A full account of the Institute appeared in the March issue of the A.L.A. 
Bulletin, but it was felt that Division members would be interested in a 
specific citation of issues from their own representatives present during 
the discussions. 


Regional Institutes on the West Coast 


The A.L.A. will sponsor 21 regional institutes in different parts of the 
country which will follow the general plan of the Chicago one. The first 
was held in the Los Angeles Public Library, March 13-14, with Drummond 

| Jones, Office of Civilian Defense, Washington, D.C., as discussion leader. 

This institute included Arizona and southern California. Before returning 
to Washington, Mr. Jones will conduct similar institutes in San Francisco 
and Seattle. 


Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association 
Marian A. Webb: Public Library Work with Children in Wartime 


How are the Children’s Departments of Public Libraries adapting their 


services to wartime needs? Is the war affecting library work with children? 

Are boys and girls reading as much as formerly? Is the Children’s Depart- 
ment of the Public Library in a transition stage and how is this change 
being met? These are a few of the questions which were sent to sixteen 
supervisors and heads of Children’s Departments in Public Libraries. A 
summary of the responses follows: 

Only about one third of the librarians, who answered the questions, have 
extended the time limit on books lent to children, but about one half are 
allowing a longer period to teachers. The majority have not increased the 
number of books lent to children nor to teachers. 

As a rule there has been little change in hours, except in some of the city 
branches where a scarcity of trained librarians has necessitated shorter 
hours. 

More than half of the librarians reported that juvenile circulation is 
decreasing both at the central library and branches, with stations and 
smaller agencies maintaining the level of previous years. Only three systems 
reported an increase. 

About one third are putting more deposits of children’s books in outlying 
districts, the policy being “to get the books out where the children are.” 
Four libraries reported more demand for such deposits than could be sup- 
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plied. The majority state that these more distant areas are already receiving 
library service. 

Decentralization in library work with children has been effected in the 
larger public libraries and a number of others report that they are con- 
sidering it for the future, though one librarian remarked that a better plan 
for decentralization is needed than those now in use. 

Children’s Departments are sponsoring many and varied worthwhile 
wartime activities within the library. Library clubs in schools, victory 
clubs, reading groups and story hours in the library are planned for the 
children’s leisure time. Book exhibits, posters and reading lists emphasize 
patriotism, courage and race tolerance. Work with the schools, civilian 
defense projects and youth organizations stress the same ideas and ideals. 
This trend is also evident in many of the new books added to the children’s 
book collection. Listening to patriotic radio programs is encouraged. 

One supervisor of children’s work says, “The best thing to do in an emer- 
gency is—to do better those things which you do normally.” 

All libraries reported working with defense and welfare agencies of their 
cities. Several of the replies indicate a transition in public library work with 
children. Many subjects were suggested for further discussion, such as: 

Recruiting children’s librarians. 

Planning to meet the shortage that now exists. 

Stimulating better reading in the schools. 

Encouraging children to read in their leisure time. 

Working more intensively with school libraries. 

Simplifying rules and regulations. 

Recommendations were made to maintain high standards in essential 
activities, in book collections and in personnel. 


Library Service to Children in Wartime 


The Association of Children’s Librarians of Northern and Central Cali- 
fornia held a one-day Institute in the San Francisco Public Library on 
March 11, to discuss Library Service to Children in Wartime. Problems of 
the present in County Library service to children was the subject introduced 
by Irene Branham, Supervisor of Children’s Work in the Kern County 
Library to one group of children’s librarians. At the same time another 
group met with Alice Stokes, Chief Children’s Librarian, Sacramento 
Public Library, to find out What Public Libraries are doing to meet the 
needs of children in this emergency. In the afternoon a general meeting 
brought all together to participate in a Panel, presided over by Irene 
Branham and Alice Stokes, with Elizabeth Groves, Hermine Van Gelder, 
Helen Fuller and Natalie Mayo, specialists in Book Evaluation, Story 
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Telling, List Making and Exhibits, the themes chosen for the afternoon 
meeting. At 3 o’clock Howard Pease, the highly valued friend of all 
California librarians, arrived and gave a splendid talk on Craftsmanship 
jin Children’s Books. Another joyful feature of the Institute was a letter 
from Frances Clarke Sayers, who during her years in California was one 
of the leaders in the Association. 


News from Hawaii 


From Honolulu: Susan Taylor 


“In the first days of the war the future use of the library was doubtful, 
but these doubts have long since vanished so far as children’s work is 
concerned. In Honolulu we have come back to a prewar level in library 
patronage among the children. Our staff is greatly reduced but enthusiastic. 
Due to the unprecedented influx of adults and limited shipping, no priorities 
have been granted for the importation of children’s books for retail trade 
as long as a fair supply of the classics is available. Consequently, the 
library has been allowed to establish its own priority listing, which has 
meant buying all new juvenile titles on the strength of the author’s reputa- 
tion and reviews. We realize afresh how discriminating a book reviewer 
should be in his evaluation.” 


From the Maui County Library: Margaret Buchanan 

“Service to army personnel and a short staff have reduced work with 
hildren, but even with curtailed use of the book car, many schools are still 
served and shipments of books sent to them.” 


From the Kaui Public Library: Mrs. Eleanor White 


“Due to the anxiety of parents, great distances and lack of transporta- 
ion, the children’s room is used less than before, but the book truck still 
serves. The enthusiasm shown and the increased interest in reading are 
marked.” 


From the Hilo Library: 


The Hilo Library has assumed a great portion of the library service to 
he army. The children have been pathetically relieved to find that the 
library continues as usual despite wartime conditions. 


News from Maine 


Bangor Public Library: Alice M. Wetherell 


“The addition of over a million dollars to the endowment of the Bangor 
ublic Library, which brings the total endowment to over two million 
ollars, permitted the addition of still more fine books to the already 
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generous children’s collection. It also made possible certain salary increases 

while, at the same time, substantially reducing the cost of the library : 
taxpayers. Because it allowed the purchase of so many copies of popular 
titles it enabled the library to try the experiment of issuing children’) 
books for four weeks without renewal, instead of for two weeks "Th 
renewal. It is hoped that this will reduce the children’s fine problem. Th 

Bangor Public Library has for years issued adult books for four = 


Portland Public Library 

“In Portland population has increased from 73,643 to 92,596, and in 
greater Portland, 127,500. In other words, like many other small cities, w 
have a great challenge and a great problem in these war workers. Most o 
the auditoriums in the schools are now occupied by classes. Story hours a 
more difficult, but more children attend them. Eventually we will hav 
story hours in the community houses in the housing projects. The cast o 
a production of Cinderella, which the Portland Children’s Theatre is giving 
is largely made up of navy wives. 

“A Regional Institute for New England in connection with the war ant 
postwar planning is being planned by Mr. Milton Lord, Director of the Bos: 
ton Public Library. He writes that he will send me all news pertaining ti 
library work with children in the Institute and the local institutes to follow! 

“A large in-town summer camp is planned for the whole city with all the 
recreational groups working together. The activities of the camp will : 





scattered over the city so that every child may take part and there will be 
no transportation problem. 

“A new children’s room has been opened in Skowhegan, Maine, due td 
the gift of a benevolent man.’ : 


Helen Martin Rood 

Libraries in many parts of the country mourn the death of Helen Martin 
Rood on January 22nd. Graduates of Western Reserve University remember 
her as a professor of children’s literature whose ideals and standards were 
high. Her summer school classes included students in the Library Schools 
of Columbia, Chicago, Michigan and California. Her broad knowledge o 
books, story telling, radio programs for children and the internationa 
aspects of children’s literature were a constant source of inspiration to he 
students and her friends. Her retirement from library work did no 
diminish her active interest in children and their reading. It is hard tq 
believe that one so vital can be gone. 


ITT 


Montclair Public Library 
Last summer Ruth Tubby, head of the Reference Department of the 
Montclair Public Library, gave a demonstration of story telling for a 


6 














hospital children’s ward at a Pediatric Institute in Newark. She recom- 
mended that child patients have good reading matter available during and 
after hospitalization, and that story hours conducted by a trained story- 
teller, be held in the children’s ward. She presented a list of books suitable 
for reading or story telling for children of different ages. As a consequence 
of Miss Tubby’s recommendations, the New Jersey State Board of Ex- 
aminers for Nurses now requires that nurses be trained in the ability to 
advise mothers regarding the therapeutic value of story telling and reading. 


Public Library Section: Young People’s Reading Round Table 
Mary J. Cain 


A splendid exhibit of books useful in the new aviation curriculum which 
has been adopted by the New York City Schools was arranged by Mabel 
Williams, Work with Schools, New York Library, for the New York and 
Brooklyn teachers. 

The Young People’s Division of the New York Public Library has 
inaugurated a series of Friday evening programs which have included: 
a play on France, written and produced by young people; talks by a well- 
known photographer and by a member of the Aquarium Society; “Off the 
Record” evenings with phonograph records borrowed from the Music Di- 
vision ; and films from the Youth Hostel Association. 

The East-West Association, headed by Pear] Buck, has planned an educa- 
tional program for teachers and leaders of youth. The Association will 
publish a bulletin of information on local resources which will include 
publicity on public library service by Mabel Williams. 

Sarah A. Beard, who is a member of the Education Committee of the 
Greater New York Council of Camp Fire Girls, made a bibliography for 
their year’s program of activities. 


School Library Section 
Mary Peacock Douglas 


Of particular interest to school librarians was the report of the School 
Library Wartime Study, sponsored by the Division and the School Libraries 
Section under a grant from the Carnegie Corporation, which was presented 
at the Council meeting on February 1. The study has been carried on by 
Dr. Helen Butler with the co-operation of Mildred Batchelder at A.L.A. 
Headquarters. Returns have been received from about two thirds of the 
schools to which questionnaires were sent. The replies indicate many 
changes in curricula which necessitate purchase of new materials, books, 
pamphlets, films, records, periodicals and maps. Circulation of nonfiction, 
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especially of technical and social studies content, is materially increasing, } 
although general circulation may be decreasing. Information about other 
countries and job opportunities in defense and military areas is widely 
sought. Librarians are experiencing difficulties in locating and securing 
suitable materials to meet the needs and in satisfactorily organizing the 
materials which are secured. Aids to overcome some of these difficulties 
are now being planned. These same problems are also reported by librarians 
for children and young people in public libraries. The report was ably} 
presented by Mrs. Lois Place, Chairman of the School Libraries Section. 

Mrs. Place of the Section called a meeting of the Board of Directors on 
February 1st at which time the business of the Section was discussed and 
plans drawn for action. The day following this meeting, successful con- 
ference was held for School Library Supervisors, from various parts of the 
country. The morning was devoted to a discussion of the findings of the 
School Library Wartime Study and the afternoon to the problems of School 
Librarians. An attempt was made to determine the areas in School Library 
Service which need most attention and to formulate a long-range plan 
for the Section. 


Have You Discovered These? 


Beware of Parents, by George Jean Nathan. Farrar, 1943. p.8-12 especially. 

Books for Young People, 1942, comp. by a Committee of the Young People’s Reading 
Round Table. Booklist, February 15, 1943. p.258-262. 

Books for Young People, 1943. Branch Library Book News, New York Public Library, 
January, 1943. 10 cents. 

Books Your Children Shouldn’t Miss, by Frances Clarke Sayers. Farm Journal and 
Farmer’s Wife, December, 1942. p.68-69. 

Discarding: What and How, by Margaret Davidson. Wilson Library Bulletin, Feb- 
ruary, 1943. p.454-458. 

My Friends the Editors, by John R. Tunis. Saturday Review of Literature, January 9, 
1943. p.3-5. 

News Flash, ed. by Thelma Spicer and Florence W. Butler for the Section of Library 
Workers with Children and Young People. Iowa Library Association. January, 1943. 
Mimeographed monthly. 

News Letter, ed. by Mary M. Pike for the New England School Library Association. 
A mimeographed 15-page bulletin issued three or four times a year. Single copies, 
10 cents. 

Presenting Three Fine Artists to America, by Fritz Eichenberg. Publisher's Weekly, 
January 2, 1943. p.50-54. 

Some Thoughts About Books, by Lou La Brant. Booklist, February 15, 1943. p.241-243. 

What’s Wrong with the Comics? by Thomas F. Doyle. Catholic World, February, 1943. 
p.548-549. 

Why Children Read the Comics, by Ruth Strang. Elementary School Journal, February, 
1943. p.336-342. 

Grapys ENGLIsH, Editor 


Los Angeles Public Library 
Los Angeles, California 
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